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“That the Chairman, aeniaai Treasurer, and 


| Executive Committee be appointed by the meet- 
| ing now assembled, and that the Conductor and 
| Organist be nominated now, and balloted for by 
| the whole of the choir representatives.” 


That resolution ought to have settled the matter ; 
and in framing the Rules, the rule as to election of 
officers should have been drawn up in accordance 
therewith. Most unwisely, in our opinion, the ques- 
tion was reopened by the Executive Committee, who 


| proposed to retain in their own hands, the power to 
| elect the chief officers. 
| previous decision of the whole body, and especi- 


It is not surprising, after the 


ally as the method has worked to their satisfaction, 
that this attempt to deprive the representatives 
| of the choirs of their right and privilege met with 
very great opposition. Mr. Minshall and Mr. Croger 
opposed it in committee, but were defeated. As 


| many choirs have joined the Union on the distinct 
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Che Annual Meeting of the Mon- 
conformist Choir Chion. 


Tue Annual Meeting of the Nonconformist Choir 
Union—a condensed report of which appears in | 
another column—was well attended. 


' to attend. 


understanding that they were to have a voice in 
the election of officers, it was necessary that. they 
should be specially informed of the proposed change 
of procedure. Mr. Minshall accordingly issued 
a circular to all the representatives, stating his 
intention of proposing an amendment to the effect 
that a// the officers should be elected by a// the 
delegates—who might vote by proxy if unable 
He requested those representatives 
unable to attend the meeting, to inform him whether 
they approved or disapproved of his amendment. 
The result was that eighty-two thoroughly agreed 


| with him, and not a single delegate sent an intima- 


| view. 


tion of disapproval. He also received letters from 
all parts of the country strongly upholding his 
At the annual meeting his amendment 
was carried by twenty-three to nine. If we add 
the eighty-two to the twenty-three it gives a total 
of one hundred and five against nine (five of whom 
belonged to the Executive Committee)—certainly a 
decisive victory. 

That the choirs are so unanimous on this question 
we are very pleased, and not at all surprised. The 


| proposal of the Executive Committee was certainly, 


The Annual | 


Report was thought thoroughly satisfactory; and | 


the Balance Sheet, though not made up finally, pro- 
mises to show a balance of a few pounds in hand. 

The principal business of the meeting was the 
consideration of the Rules. The only question 
involving much discussion was the method of 
election of the officers. From the first, it has 
been understood that the Union was to be 


governed upon as broad a basis as possible, and | 


this certainly was the intention of the founders, 
The delegates from every choir connected with 


on all grounds, a step in the wrong direction, and it 
is clearer this year than last, that the choirs strongly 
resent any attempt to curtail their active part in 
the work of the Union. Ifthe delegates from the 
choirs are not to elect officers we fail to see what 
they are appointed for at all, or what they have 
to do. 

Now that this knotty point has been so decisively 
settled for a second time, we-sincerely trust all 
friends of the Union, though differing from each 
other on this question, will do what they can to 


| promote its interest and welfare. 


the Union should therefore have a vote on all | 


important matters affecting its welfare. 


to us that nothing can be of greater interest 
.and importance than the election of the officials, 
who are responsible for the work of the Union. 
At the Annual Meeting of the choir representa- 
tives last year, the method of election was fully 
discussed, and after a long and somewhat heated 
debate it was carried by twenty-seven to eight: 


It seems | 


| 
| 
| 





|.sum in railway expenses, etc. 


A very pleasant incident of the meeting was the 
presentation from the choirs to Messrs. Minshall 
and Croger. They deeply feel the kindness 
shown them, especially as the Union has been 
so recently formed, and also because many choirs 
attending the Festival have to pay a considerable 
Both gentlemen 


highly appreciate the very handsome gifts, which 
will undoubtedly constantly remind them of many 
friends in various parts of the country. 
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Minister and Choirmaster. 


the Rev. C. J. Street, M.A., the minister, and the 
choirmaster, in reference to the musical portion of 
the services. We understand the minister claims 
the right to select the hymns to be sung, and the 
choirmaster considers that the choir should have 
the principal voice in the selection. The matter 
was brought before the church committee, and 
they passed a resolution to the effect that the 
choirmaster ought to be allowed to chose some 
of the hymns. In consequence of this decision, 
Mr. Street resigned the pastorate. The congrega- 
tion however have sided with the minister, and the 
committee have therefore withdrawn their resolu- 
tion. Mr. Street has, under these circumstances, 
consented to remain. 

If we are rightly informed as to facts, we have 


no hesitation in saying that the choirmaster is | 


entirely in the wrong in demanding the right to 
choose the hymns. That he should select the 
tunes is most desirable ; but clearly the fixing of 
the hymns is outside his province. 

If the hymn-book in use at this church is com- 
piled upon “ the fixed-tune ” system, the selection 
of hymns to be sung must necessarily be a matter 
of arrangement between minister and choirmaster ; 
because while the former may specially wish a 
certain hymn, the latter may find it impossible to 
sing it owing to an entirely unknown and unre- 
hearsed tune being set to it. 

We can hardly, however, imagine two reasonable 
men being unable to find three suitable hymns, 


and carrying their disagreement to such an extent | 


as to cause the resignation of one of them. If 
there is a regular choir practice for the Sunday 
services, surely any fairly competent choir could 
learn any necessary new tune. 


by one person, or there will be a lack of uniformity 
of idea. If the choirmaster is to be that person, 
then he should select the hymns and instruct his 
minister as to the kind of sermon he should prepare, 
if he does not name the actual subject he must 
treat. The minister, however, is trained to this 
work, It is his duty to minister to the spiritual 
wants of the people of his charge. He, therefore, 
certainly should be the guiding spirit and con- 
trolling power as to the subject of the service, and 
accordingly the hymns should be selected by him, 
so as to have the various parts of the service in 
harmony with each other. If the work is divided, 
it is not improbable that the minister may preach 
a quiet meditative sermon, and the choirmaster 
select bright martial hymns and tunes, or vice versd. 
Thus the effect of the two would clash, and conse- 
quently detract from the beneficial results. 

These unfortunate disputes between ministers 
or deacons and choirmasters or organists always 
do much harm, and are to be greatly regretted. 
Of all persons those responsible for leading the 
worship of the church should live on terms of 
friendliness with each other. We have occasion- 
ally had to speak plainly about deacons for what 


| we consider wrong treatment. In the case now 
| before us, so far as we know the facts, we think 
Tue Unitarian Church at Croydon has recently | 
been disturbed by an unfortunate dispute between | 


the choirmaster to blame. We trust he will 
frankly acknowledge his mistake, and that he and 
Mr. Street may yet continue to carry on their work 
harmoniously and with much prosperity. 


MapaMeE’ ANTOINETTE STERLING and Mrs. Mary 
Davies, two of our best and most respected 
vocalists, have been speaking in strong terms of 
singers wearing corsets and other tight-fitting 
garments. The former said she had to get her 
dresses altered in order to breathe freely ; and if 
men were compelled to wear corsets for a week 
the article would never be heard of again. Mrs. 





' Davies pointed out how utterly impossible it is to 


sing properly if the body is tightly laced. 





Tue death of the Rev. Thomas Helmore, the 
well-known hymnologist, is announced. About 
forty years ago he was appointed Master of the 
Singing Boys at Her Majesty’s Chapel Royal, and 
in 1842 became Precentor at St. Mark’s College, 
Chelsea. He was an authority on “Plain Song,” 


| on which subject he wrote a primer published by 





Novello & Co. 





An interesting correspondence has been going 
on in The Christian World on “What is Sunday 
Music ?”’—a question asked by Mr. Roland Briant, 
organist at Dr. Clifford’s Chapel. We are afraid 
he has not yet obtained any very satisfactory reply. 
There is great difference of opinion as to what is 
and what is not suitable for Sunday. 





Dr. JosePpH Parry, of Swansea, recently gave a 
performance of two Welsh operas in Cardiff. In 


| the chorus were some members of Nonconformist 


. é P | Church Choirs. This has raised a discussion on 
The character of a service must be determined | 


the theatre question which has waxed warm. One 
minister held that even under the most favourable 
circumstances there is great moral risk to the 
characters of the actors and actresses, and no one 
is justified in finding amusement in that which 
involves risk to others. At the English Baptist 
Association of Glamorgan and Carmarthen the 
following resolution was carried unanimously : 
“That in view of the present controversy concern- 
ing theatre-going, this Association expresses its 
conviction that it is contrary to Christian professions 
for the members of our Churches to frequent 
theatres.” 





Messrs. Necretti & ZAMBRA took a large photo- 
graph of the recent Nonconformist Choir Union 
Festival. It shows the orchestra and part of the 
audience. The price is 2s. 6d. each. Applications 
should be addressed to Messrs. Negretti & Zambra, 
at the Crystal Palace, Sydenham, S.E. 





A RATHER remarkable and laughable coincidence 
happened a Sunday or two ago in one of the 
churches at Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancashire. The 
last hymn was given out, commencing with the 
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words, “ Awake, awake!” It was, however, dis- 
covered that, before the organ could strike up, 
some one had to go to the organ-blower and wake 
him up, as he was sound asleep. 


WE are glad to observe that our Scotch friends 
are becoming more reconciled to organs. 
Wesleyan Chapel in Edinburgh a short organ 
recital is given before the evening service by Mr. 
McIntyre. 
played each Sunday up to October is published. 


We hope this example will be followed in other | 
| charming garden and pleasure-grounds. 


chapels. 


In another column will be found an article on | 


“Music in the Scottish Churches.” It is our 
intention to have a similar paper each month—for 
a time at Jleast—in the hope of stimulating the 
evident progress that music is making in the 
services of the Scotch Churches. We shall be 
glad if our Northern friends will help us in making 
this new feature in the JouRNAL a success. 


Tue Lancashire and Cheshire contingents of the 
Choir Union have wisely determined to repeat the 
Festival programme in Stockport and other places 
in September. Mr. Minshall will conduct. 





Keminiscences of an Drganist. 
(Continued from page 88.) 


I HAVE sometimes found with regret that the present 
very general custom of young people learning music is 
not without its drawbacks. The possibility of students 


At the | 


A programme of the pieces to be | 


vocalist spent many hundreds of pounds to professors 
of singing, the financial result of which is almost 
nil, 
* * * 7 . 

Every one likes encouragement, and nothing is so 
helpful and stimulating. How seldom choirs receive 
due recognition of their services! I and my choir have 
no reason to complain, so I can only speak for others, 
We have many friends who in various ways show their 
interest in our work. Our chief ffiends, however, are a 
kind-hearted gentleman and’ his excellent wife, who 
reside in a most comfortable house, surrcunded by a 
These friends 


| entertain us most generously at an annual garden party, 


getting lessons in singing from the best masters at | 


the various schools of music at very moderate fees, 
has its disadvantage. I have known cases where young 
girls engaged in shops or other situations have taken 
lessons, They have made very fair progress, and can 
sing nicely as amateurs. But indiscreet friends or 
money-making masters have persuaded them to give 
up their situations and go in for the profession. They 
have done so, and have given up a certainty for an 
uncertainty. A few out of the thousands who have 
done this have succeeded; but what distress has come 
upon many of the others! Young people have come to 


me begging me to give them engagements as vocalists. | 
They gave up their business thinking they would do | 


well as singers, but now they find it impossible to get 
a hearing. No one will give them a chance. They 
have aged parents depending upon them, which makes 
the sorrow all the greater. Sad stories such as this 
come before my notice constantly. My strong advice 
to all. young singers is: ‘‘ Keep your situation, and don’t 
dream of going into the profession, which is already 
over-crowded.,” 
* * * 7. + 

Some masters are greatly to blame, for they occa- 
sionally urge pupils to go on, knowing full well that 
these young people stand very little chance of ever 
making a respectable living. I know a case where a 


which is anxiously looked forward to by the choir, and 
always thoroughly enjoyed. Their kindness is, however, 
not put on for this one day per annum—it is constant. 
Every Sunday some of us get a word of thanks for 
nice tunes, or good anthems. Our attendance 
noticed, and if away, our absence is a cause of kindly 
enquiry. Any little attempt to improve the music is 
always observed and encouraged; any failure is over- 
looked and generously attributed to other reasons than 
our own fault. A bright smile and a cheering word 
always wait forus. These warm-hearted friends, though 
they are not in the choir, in this way teally do much 
more than some of us for the music of the church. 
Their influence is most helpful. May they be long 
spared, and may every other choir be equally fortunate 
in getting such thoroughly true-hearted, generous 
friends 
* * 7 * * 


1S 


I have had some experiences with one or two of our 
leading organists. One of the most, if not ¢4e most, 
eminent organists of the day, once played for me at 
a service, but being unaccustomed to a Nonconformist 
form of worship he was not quite comfortable His 
uncertainty as to the order of the service made him 
nervous and fidgety. By degrees he got impatient, 
and his language was then more forcible than decorous. 
Not till he got to the offertory voluntary did he feel 
quite at home.’ He then atoned for his impatience by 
playing magnificently. 

* . * * a 

I was one of a party upon one occasion to try and 
protect (by legal means, of course) another eminent 
but impecunious organist from being arrested by bailiffs 
while he was giving a recital. Fortunately these gen- 
tlemen did not turn up, though they were expected ; but 
it was evidently a very anxious time for the player. 


* 7 * . *, 


A certain musical man, of undoubted ability but also 
of great extravagance and no means, whom we will call 
Mr. A., persuaded a rich but ignorant man, whom we 
will call Mr. B., to join him and find all the capital to 
start a musical paper. Great results were promised by 
Mr. A., and a large sum was invested. In about a year 
the speculation came to grief. A rival paper thus 
described the situation. “The —— has ceased to 
exist. It was started a year ago by Messrs. A. & B. 
Mr. A. had the experience, and Mr. B, had the money: 
Mr. B. has now the experience, and Mr. A, has had 
the money,” Rather neat! 
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Providence Place Congregational 

Church, Cleckheaton. 
On the occasion of a recent visit to Cleckheaton 
we took the opportunity of strolling through this 
generally speaking somewhat unattractive-looking 
Yorkshire town. We were greatly impressed with 
the large and handsome places of worship of the 
various denominations represented here, the Con- 
gregationalists having two churches of consider- 
able size and architectural pretensions. Perhaps 
Providence Place may be considered the most 
important in several respects.. This is a strong 
church, the number of members being 523, and 
the teachers and scholars in the Sunday School 
966. The premises are exceedingly large, sub- 
stantial, and handsome; the front elevation being 
much enhanced by a noble row of finely carved 
Corinthian pillars, which support the massive 
portico. Accommodation is provided for from 
1,800 to 2,000 persons, and the estimated cost is 
£16,000. , 

A bright, sunny Sabbath morning found. us 
amongst the large throng, of worshippers on the 
way to service. How suggestive it was of the 
opening passage of Psalm Ixxxiv. ; ‘‘ How amiable 
are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts! My soul 
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord.” The interior of the edifice is fine, although 
it is rather heavily galleried. The decorations are 
rich and elaborate, harmonizing well with the style 
of the building. On entering, our eyes fell at once 
on the large and beautifully designed organ, which 
stands in an apse on the ground floor behind the 
pulpit. Why have we so many downright ugly | 








{ 
| 


| instruments in our places of worship? What a 


number we have seen that can hardly be said to 
have been designed, consisting for the most part of 
four posts and two or three flat panels of pipes 
decorated in a style that reminds us of the “ sugar- 
sticks” of our youth. For a very little more 
trouble, and not much expense, we could have 
effective groupings of pipes and arrangements of 
woodwork which would give much better results 
than are frequently attained. Here we have an 
organ evidently specially designed for its position, 
with a success that leaves little to be desired. It 
contains about thirty-six stops, distributed over 
three manuals and pedal organ. Although not 
quite up to date as regards fancy stops, the flue- 
work is mellow and sweet, the diapasons not 
being pushed or forced so much as we sometimes 
meet with them nowadays. The swell contains a 
16-feet trumpet—a very effective part of the organ. 


| We may here observe that Dr. Peace, of Glasgow 





Cathedral, formerly played this instrument. 

Being shown to our places, we presently heard 
the soft, sweet strains of the organ in one of those 
slow movements generally so conducive to devo- 
tional feeling. The registering was most tasteful, 
and altogether it was a very nice example of 
extempore playing. 

The service commenced with the Sanctus: “It 
is ever meet, right, and our bounden duty,” a 
highly effective arrangement by the late Samuel 
Smith. It is partly in chant form, the opening 
passages being in unison. How grandly these 
were given out by the large congregation, sup- 
ported by the broad, full harmonies of the organ ; 
and how beautifully the diminuendo, with which 
the piece concludes, was managed, is worth re- 
membering. This was an admirable specimen of 
congregational singing, and we were considerably 
impressed with it. A brief prayer followed, ending 
with our Lord’s Prayer, said, the Amen being sung 
in harmony. This is a slight addition to the order 
of service, the outcome of a little movement which 
took place some time ago. A hymn was next 
sung, the people again taking a laudable part. A 
slight tendency to flatten having manifested itself, 
the organist, at the close of the verse, modulated 
into another key, and played a short but pleasing 
interlude, gradually working back to the original 
key, when the hymn was taken up anew and sung 
to the end. The First Lesson was next read, and 
then came, to us, the most delightful feature in the 
service—the singing of the Ze Deum. This was 
in service form, the music being the composition 
of Mr. W. H. Wright, the organist (whose like- 
ness we give above), who for some time studied 
under Dr. J. V. Roberts. The rendering of this 
canticle was not only a treat, but a great surprise, 
the congregation taking part in it throughout, 
the setting being a full one. We were much 
moved by the grandeur of the forte passages sung 
by so large a number of voices, and no less struck 
by the careful attention to the expression in the 
supplicatory parts,—in fact, it was like the singing 
of a large choir. The organ part was finely played 
by Mr. Wright, the sentiment of the words! being 





— 4 4 tet OP 1h = @& wow SS 8 lULhlUCU Mlle OU OU KO ~ 


—s SS tht 


_ 2 bet oot 8 Ul lOUrlCUM CPT 


=~ e@ G2 ete A. eet Oot ete we lc 


an es so fot a. oh beet 


= ia a ok 














Aug., 1890. ] 


THE NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL. 


119 





attended to with the greatest possible care. We 
wondered how long the people had been in getting 
up this Ze Deum to such a point of efficiency. 

The Second Lesson came next in order, followed 
by the hymn, “Our blest Redeemer,” (to Linton) 
out of the “ Bristol Tune Book.” The singing of 
this, as regards time, tune, and expression was 
all one could desire, the verse commencing “ And 
His the gentle voice we hear” being particularly 
well sung’; and here the well-balanced choir of 
some twenty-nine voices were heard to great 
advantage, some portions of the hymn being sung 
without accompaniment. 


- 


Che Mrgan in the Scottish 
Churches: an bistorical Sketch. 


By J. CUTHBERT HADDEN, 
(Continued from page 108.) 
Up to 1631 we hear nothing further of this particular 
instrument (the only one now occasionally sounding in 
the country), but in this year we read that “the organs 
were set up in the Chapel Royal,” and a, company of 
singers, mostly young boys, were appointed under the 
Mr. Thomas Hanna. In 1633, when 


direction of 


| Charles visited Edinburgh, the instrument was still in 


After the long prayer | 


we had another hymn, set to an extremely nice | 


tune by Mr. Wright, in which the congregation 
heartily joined, The organist played on for a 
short time until the people were all settled; and 
then came an excellent sermon by the Rev. Jansen 


use in the chapel. Before setting out, his Majesty had 
desired to be informed as to the order of service in 
the place where he was to worship, and a long pro- 


| gramme was submitted to him, from which we make 


Davies, who is an exceptionally’ good preacher. | 
We think the people here are fortunate in being | 
able to retain his services, in face of the more | 


lucrative pastorates lately offered to him. 


We had a concluding hymn, after which the | 


Benediction was pronounced. For a concluding 
voluntary we had Mendelssohn’s “ Cornelius” 
March, which was brilliantly played. 


We came away with feelings very nearly akin to | 


satisfaction, having heard a good sermon and an 


excellent musical service, the latter being decidedly | 


congregational to an extent that we were not 
prepared for. This was not a special service, and 
we had not the opportunity of hearing the choir 
alone. They occupy seats on the ground floor in 
front of the Communion Table. The choirmaster, 
Mr. J. ‘Frith, sits immediately facing the choir. 
The organist’s console is placed behind the pulpit, 
and is not visible to the congregation. At present 
the method of communication between the organist 
and choir-master is by means of a speaking-tube ; 


but this is i ‘ h | 
ut this igtikely tobe, Sommenyray. wire, be 8 schenie | costly organs altogether destroyed and unuseful.” 


is under consideration for the application of tubular 
pneumatics, by the aid of which the-organ will be 
played from a position immediately adjacent to the 
choir—a great improvement, unquestionably. The 
instrument will be thoroughly cleaned, renovated, 
and several new stops added, so as to bring it up 
to the most modern requirements. It is estimated 
that the work will cost about / 500. 

The attention paid here to Church music is most 
praiseworthy. Special preparation is made for 
the Whitsuntide Festival, on which occasion the 
choir and scholars, etc., sing hymns and anthems. 
Included in the latter. is: alwaysa work of con- 
siderable dimensions and importance. This de- 
notes patience and hard work on the part of 
all concerned, and the result is highly creditable. 

In conclusion, we formed the opinion that this 
church is favourably cireumstanced, both as regards 
minister and choir, for unity of purpose is strikingly 
apparent, and there is an amount of zeal and 
enthusiasm in the various departments of Church 
work that we have seldom met with elsewhere. 








the following quotation :—‘‘In time of service within 
the chapel the organist and all the singing men are in 
black gownes, and the boyes in sadd coloured coats. 
There is sung before sermon a, full anthem, and after 
sermon an anthem, alone in versus [Ze., one singer to 
each part] with the organ.” The Chapel Royal instru- 
ment had long been a bone of contention between the 
Government party and the Presbyterians, and things 
were now tending towards a crisis. . In 1638 Charles 
was consulted on the matter by his Commissioner 
Hamilton, and the latter received orders to act as he 
deemed most expedient. “For the organs in the 
chapel,” says his Majesty, “we leave them to your 


| 9: ; P ° 
discretion when to be used, and advertise me of your 


| 








opinion.” The people seem, however, not to have had 
faith in the Commissioner’s “ discretion,” for in this very 
year (1638) something happened which cused the final 
removal of the organ. The words of Spalding, in his 
“ Memorials of the Troubles in Scotland,” imply that 
the chapel had suffered violence. “The glorious 
organs of the Chapel Royal,” says he, “ are masterfully 
broken down, nor no service used there, but the whole 
chaplains, choristers, and musicians discharged, and the 


But that the instrument, if “unuseful,” was not 
“altogether destroyed” is evident from the following 
curious notice in Sir John Graham Dalzell’s ‘“ Musical 
Memoirs of Scotland.” Says this notice: “ Ata meeting 
of the Kirk session of the parish of Holyrood in the 
year 1643, the matter being motioned concerning that 
organ which was taken down and put into the aisle, 
now lying idle, rotting and consuming; yea, moreover, 
the same being an unprofitable instrument, scandalous 
to our profession, whether the same might not be sold 
for a tolerable price and the ,money,given, to the poor. 
The session agreed that, this would be expedient, but 
postponed the matter.”. The. ultimate , fate of _ this 
‘‘scandalous ” organ is not recorded; perhaps the Kirk 
session failed to get a purchaser, which was quite 
likely after the character they had given, the instrument. 
For many years, after this we hear nothing of instru- 
mental music in any of the Scottish Churches. In 1747 
an Episcopal chapel in Edinburgh introduced an organ 
into the service, and this, so far as.we can learn, was 
the first occasion of its use in the capital, since, the 
Revolution. The people thought it so great a novelty 
that, according to Chambers’s “ Traditions. of Edin- 
burgh,” many of them, even at the risk of excommuni- 
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cation, went out of curiosity to hear it. In the west 


of Scotland the first organ set up after the Reformation ‘ 


was, it is generally believed, in St. Andrew’s “ English | 
Chappell,” Glasgow, in 1775. There is a tradition that | 


this particular instrument was preceded by a barrel 
organ, but unfortunately the. early records of the 
“English Chappell” have disappeared, so that the 
tradition cannot be tested. 

Not until the year 1806 was any serious attempt made 
to introduce an instrument into a Presbyterian church. 
An organ had been talked of in Aberdeen some time 
before this, but nothing had come of the proposal. In 
the year just named Dr. Ritchie, of St. Andrew’s Parish 
Church, Glasgow, petitioned the Town Council, as 
patrons and heritors of St. Andrew’s, for leave to clear 
away some pews behind the pulpit to make room for 
a good-sized church organ. The Council refused the 


petition, unless with the Presbytery’s sanction; but | 


who dare ask the Presbytery ? Dr. Ritchie was a bold 
man. In'the summer of 1807 dreadful rumours reached 
the ears of the reverend fathers of the Presbytery. 
Week-day meetings of psalmody were going on at 
St. Andrew’s, attended “not only by the young, the 
gay, and the idle,” but, alas! “by the old, the grave, 
and the busy.” Then’an organ—a little 4-stop affair, 
that needed no clearing away of pews, but all the 
same a confessed ‘kist o’ whustles’—had made’ its 
way into the space behind the pulpit, and was helping 
the precentor with the singing. “The Presbytery 
watched with quickening pulse each downward step, 
and doubted of them whereunto this would grow. 
On Sunday, 23rd August, the obnoxious instrument 
was found, sams green baize cover, naked and not 
ashamed, and, as the last psalm was given out at the 
afternoon service, old John Fergus, organist to a 
neighbouring church, was seen to sit down at the 
organ and heard to play it. That night the news 
passed in an awful whisper from house to house, and 
on the Monday morning a great angry cry rang through 
the town ; there had been nothing like it since Jenny 
Geddes.” Dr. Ritchie was quite taken aback. To his 
mind the organ had proved an excellent aid to the 
praise ; in any case it was a detail of congregational ser- 
vice requiring only the congregational sanction (which 
had been freely given), and he had trusted that the 
fait accompli would pass with a murmured protest. 
But, alas! the dreaded Presbytery took the matter up, 
and after much debating found that the use of instru- 
mental music in public worship was not only «tra 
vires of individual congregations, but u/tra vires of the 
Church herself; it was forbidden by the law of the 
land; much more it was forbidden by the law of God! 
After that, nothing could be done but remove the 
offending chamber-organ at once. No further attempt 
was made to introduce an instrument into the Church 
until 1862, when Dr. Lee put a harmonium into Old 
Greyfriars, Edinburgh, the church which above all 
others was associated with the high-handed days of 
uncompromising Presbytery. Within its walls the 
National Covenant was signed; in its graveyard many 


of the martyrs were laid. Such are the strange re- | 


venges which time brings about. It was the fact that 


Old Greyfriars was now crowded with worshippers | 


every Sunday, while many churches, where the old 





forms were retained, were empty. The General 
Assembly, however, took up the harmonium case as an 
innovation. This was in 1863, but it was not till the 
following year that a final decision in the matter came. 
This decision was entirely in favour of liberty, a motion 
being carried by a large majority to the effect that any 
so-called innovations should be put down only where 
they interfered with the peace of the Church or the 
harmony of congregations. Not many years after this 
the other Presbyterian Churches followed the example 


| thus set them. The Free Church, which got its liberty 








only in 1883, is still very shy about the organ; the old 
members seem to be the only obstructionists, but if 
this is the case Nature will by-and-bye provide the 
sure remedy, and we shall have an instrument in every 
Presbyterian church which can afford one. 


Che London Sunday School Choir. 
THE eighteenth Annual Festival of the above choir took 
place at the Crystal Palace on Wednesday, June 25th. 
The trains to the Palace between 10 and 12 were 
crowded with children all happy and bright in prospect 
of a pleasant day, and their cheerful faces were reall 
delightful to behold. Fortunately the weather was all 
that could be desired—except perhaps that it was some- 
what too warm to sit out two concerts. 

We believe the London Sunday School Choir is the 
only association that is able to provide two concerts 
with such a large number of singers in one day. But 
this useful and growing society is able to do this in 
a most efficient manner. At 1 o'clock the Juvenile 
Choir made a very respectable show on the large 
Handel Orchestra, and delighted the audience by their 
excellent singing. Of course. the programme was 
simple in character,: but it was performed in a most 
creditable manner, under the able conductorship of 
Mr. J. Rowley. 





MR, J. ROWLEY. 
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The first part was sacred, and of the pieces selected 
for this section “Armageddon” (“Who is on the 
Lord’s side?”), “Little feet are passing” (Sullivan), 
and “Shout the glad tidings” went best. In the 
secular portion “The Japanese Fan” was the piece 
that “fetched” the audience. The “actions” 
duced into the pieces were very well executed, and 
added very much to the effect. “Hail, brothers, 
friends!” was also well rendered. Mr. Horace G. 
Holmes accompanied throughout with considerable 





’ 


MR. HORACE.G. HOLMES, 


ability. From beginning to end, the juvenile choristers 
acquitted themselves ina most satisfactory manner, and 
reflected the greatest credit upon their instructors. 

At four o'clock the adult. choir, under the able 
direction of Mr. Luther’ Hinton, gave a concert. Of 
the sacred pieces, Stainer’s beautiful unaccompanied 
chorus, “God so loved the world,” and Macfarren’s 
popular anthem, “The Lord’ is my Shepherd,” went 
exceedingly well. The secular selection was perhaps 
not quite so popular as usual, but “Sweet and low” 
was sung with beautiful expression, and though “ Come, 
gentle Spring,” was a little unsteady it pleased the 
audience. Mr. David Davies presided at the organ 
with his accustomed ability, and the Orchestral Band 
(assisted by the Crystal Palace Orchestra) rendered 
very valuable assistance in several of the accompani- 
ments. The combined orchestras also contributed three 
pieces, which added to the variety of the programme. 





Che Monconformist Choir Tinion. 


THE Annual General Meeting of the’ Nonconformist 
Choir Union was held on Monday evening, the 21st 
ult., in Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand, London, W.C. 
Mr. E. Minshall, Chairman of the Union, presided. 
Mr. T. R. CROGER, Secretary; read the notice con- 
vening the meeting, and the minutes of the last Annual 
Meeting, which were confirmed, He also presented 
the Second Annual Report, which was taken as read, a 


THE NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL. 


intro- | 


copy having been supplied to each member. [ The 
Report in full appears on p. 124.] 

Mr. Ernest W. E. BLANDFORD, Treasurer, said he 
was in an unfortunate position. Owing to three or four 
returns of tickets for the last Crystal Palace Festival 
not having been made, he had been unable to have 
the accounts audited and the Balance Sheet completed. 
He read a financial statement, up to date, which 
showed that there was a balance in hand of £60 1s. 7d., 


| which, after the Crystal Palace account was settled 





would leave a net balance of five or six in the hands of 
the treasurer. 

Some discussion ensued, in the course of which the 
conduct of the defaulting choirs was severely censured. 
lt was decided, on the motion of Mr, Fircu, seconded 
by Mr. NOKEs, that the balance sheet should be re- 
mitted to the auditors, and, when audited, printed and 
circulated with the Report. 

MR, ALEXANDER TUCKER Said that before proceeding 
with further ‘business he should be glad to have the 
opportunity of reading a letter he had received from 
the Rev. H. Ward Price, of Stockport. The writer 
said: “Immediately after the Festival of this year it 
occurred to some of us in the North that the splendid 
services that Messrs. Minshall and Croger had ren- 
dered to the cause of musical progress in our churches 
deserved speedy recognition. We knew something of 
their arduous exertions, and greatly appreciated the 
enterprise and genius with which they had addressed 
themselves to the difficult task of establishing a society . 
of such proportions, and surmounting obstacles so 
numerous and formidable.” The letter continued that 
Mr. Charles S. Davies and the writer having taken 
a leading part in the organization of the Lancashire 
and Cheshire contingent of over six hundred voices, it 
was thought they might, without giving offence, invite 
subscriptions from the choirs for the purpose of making 
a presentation to each of these gentleme ho had 
been so ably supported by other friends. epresen- 
tative response was made to their appeal, which they 
offered for the acceptance of those who deserved so 
well of them all. Mr. Charles S. Davies, who hoped 
to have been present, wrote saying that he found with 
deep regret that he could not be present at the meeting, 
and they would therefore leave the presentation in the 
hands of Mr. Tucker. The cloth having been removed, 
Mr. Tucker presented to Mr. Minshall a silver épergue, 
and to Mr. Croger a silver exérée dish and soup tureen 
combined. .Mr. Ward Price had oapeen the wording 
for the inscription, which was as follows :—‘ Presented 
to E. Minshall, Esq., July 21st, 1890, in grateful appre- 
ciation of his labours in the formation and work of the 
Nonconformist Choir Union.” Exactly the same 
wording was used for Mr, Croger’s present. Mr. 
Tucker said that though it gave him the greatest 
possible pleasure thus to have the honour of acting 
on behalf of the Rev. H. Ward Price and Mr. Charles 
S. Davies, they could not but regret that those gentle- 
men were unable to be present. The Conductor and 
Secretary would value highly the fact that the idea was 
promoted in the country, and especially at Stockport, 
ot which contingent the Union had just cause to be 
proud. He (Mr. Tucker), having had the privilege of 
Mr. Minshall’s acquaintance and friendship for nearly 
eleven years, testified to his sterling worth, and to his 
great kindness and ability in connection with Noncon- 
formist music generally, As regards Mr. Croger, they 
all knew the grand work he had done in managing the 
principal business part of the Union; and the amount 
of time he had given to the work was deserving of 
their most intense gratitude. He spoke in terms,of 
the warmest appreciation of Mr. Croger’s most valuable 
services so willingly and faithfully rendered. However 
humble the gifts might be, they hoped Mr. Minshall 
and Mr. Croger would do them the kindness. to accept 
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them, not for their intrinsic value, but as coming from 


| 


Coming to Rule IV.—‘‘ The Union shall be matiaged 


friends who desired to present most sincere and heart- | by a Committee in general meeting assembled, called 
felt thanks, for their overwhelming kindness, in devoting | 


such a large amount of ability and energy towards the 
establishment of an institution, which they trusted 
would continue to prosper under their able guidance for 
many years. 

The CHAIRMAN Said they had completely overwhelmed 
him, and he was utterly at a loss how to thank them 
sufficiently for their very kind and handsome present. 
The work of the Union, though arduous at times, was 
a labour of love. For the last twenty years he had 
advocated the formation of Unions such as that, though 
perhaps onasmaller scale. ‘When the NONCONFORMIST 
MUSICAL JOURNAL came‘ out, that brought Mr. Croger 
and himself together, and it was certainly to a large 
extent owing to Mr. Croger’s great ability that the Union 
had been founded on such a:sound basis. Whenever 


he looked at that beautiful’ present it would’ always | 


bring pleasant memories to his mind. He desired’ t# 

thank most sincerely and most heartily the choirs that 

had united in this act of kindness, ee 
MR. CROGER said it was extremely difficult to ‘say 


the Council., Such Council shall consist of two delegates 
from each choir associated with the Union for the 
current year, one of whom shall be organist, precentor, 
or choirmaster. The general meeting ‘shall, as a rule, 
meet annually in June or July.” Mr. HAWKINS pro- 
posed that after “‘ Choirmaster” should be added, “and 
the other a member of the choir.” His object was that 
both the representatives should be doudé-jde members 
of the choir. Mr. TUCKER seconded the amendment. 
On being put to the vote the amendment was lost, the 
rule remaining unaltered. 

Rule V. was passed without discussion :—‘“ In addi- 
tion to the Annual General Meeting specified in Rule IV., 
the Executive Committee may: calla general. meeting 
any time they deem necessary; and the Executive 
Committee shall: be bound to call a general meeting on 
receipt by the Secretary of a requisition from twelve 
members of the’ Council, specifying the purpose for 


which they require such meeting to be called. No 


anything that was satisfactory on such af‘ occasion as | 


that. The workthat he had endeavoured td’ do seemed 
to have borne fruit, and he trusted.that it would go’ on 
increasing. He did not look forrecompense. What he 
did was for the love of the art“and for the furtherance 
of the general cause of sacred music. It was ‘some 
satisfaction to know that his children might have some 
object on which they could look and say in time to 
come ; ‘ Such a man was my father.” ?, 
The discussion of the new rules prepared by the 


} 


Executive Committee was then proceeded with, a draft | 
| retiring Executive ‘shall .be considered to be ‘nominated 


of which was in the hands of the delegates. 
Rule I.—that “The society be called The Noncon- 
formist Choir Union ”—was adopted without discussion. 
To Rule II.—that “The society shall consist of Choirs 
of Nonconformist Churches ”"— 


Mr. FitcH moved as an amendment, which was | 
| affiliated choirs, which should be invited to send in 


seconded by MR. ROBERT GRIFFITHS, that the following 
words be added :—* That the choirs shall pay a sub- 
scription to the funds of the Union of five shillings per 
annum if the members of any choir number twenty or 
more, and two-and-sixpence per annum if they number 
less.” He was not aware of any society which had no 
subscription. 

Mr. E. Burritr LANE, Mus. Bac., said that if this 
amendment were adopted some practical difficulties 
would arise, the principal one being the smallness of the 
proposed contribution. The choirs had no funds of 
their own, generally speaking, and the choirmaster 
would either have to pay the amount himself or send 
the hat round. 

Mr. J. R. GRIFFITHS pointed out that the country 
choirs were already taxed very heavily to come up to 
London. 

Mr. BLANDFORD said that this matter vas fully 
discussed at the meeting of the Executive, and it was 
decided that there should be no’subscription, but each 
choir provide its own music, He’ did riot see ‘what 
they wanted with a fund, and was not sure what would 
be done with it. It would be easy to make' up a small 
deficit, if such occurred. 

MR. CROGER said they did not want any funds, and 
were better without money, riches being a great danger. 
If there was a subscription some choirs might’ begin to 
consider whether it was worth ‘their while to join. 
Having already without subscription not only paid their 
way, but had a balance to the good, he thought it best 
to let well alone, 

On being put to the meeting the amendment was 
lost by a large majority. 

Rule Il1.—that “Each choir must provide its own 
music ”"—was carried by show of hands. 





other business than that specified shall-be transacted, 
unless the Chairman shall rule it to be admissible.” 
‘Rule VI. (Nog. VIL. and VII. being taken as one), read 
ap follows. in the pyinted draft:—‘At the Annual 
seneral Meeting’ .of4Re.Council, an,’ Executive Com- 
mittee consistirig.;gf* not more than: twenty members 
shall be elected, whose-natmeés shall have been sub- 
mitted seven days. previously “im writing to the 
Secretary, to serve for the ensuing year. The Exe- 
cutive Committee Shall have‘ power to add five members 
toits number. (but ‘such additional:members must be 
membefs of :the Union),.and shall have -the power to 
fill up any:casual vacancy that may occur therein. The 


ex officio. ‘The Executive Committee shall elect the 
Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, and such other Officers 
as may be necessary. In appointing’ these Officers 
the Executive Committee shall give due consideration 
to any recommendations received from the various 


nominations.” 

The CHAIRMAN said that, as he had an amendment 
affecting the rule, it might shorten the discussion if he 
moved it at once :— The Executive Committee of not 
more than twenty members, the Chairmain, Secretary 
(who shall also be Treasurer), the Conductor, and 
Organist of the Crystal Palace Festival, shall be annually 
elected by the members of the Council. A form for 
voting, and a list of the attendances at committee 
meetings during the previous year, shall be sent to each 
member with the notice convening the Annual Meeting. 
Members unable to attend the Annual Meeting shall be 
requested to return their voting papers by post ad- 
dressed to the scrutineers, care of the Secretary. The 
twenty persons receiving the highest number of votes 
shall be held to be duly elected as the Executive 
Committee. The Executive Committee shall have 
power to add five members to its number (but. such 
additional. members must be members of the Union), 
and shall have. the. power. to fill any casual vacancy 
that may. occur therein. . For the office of Chairman, 
Secretary, Conductor, and Organist respectively, the 
person for whom a majority of those voting record 
their votes shall be held to be duly elected. If for 
any of these: offices no person should ‘have such 
majority on the first voting, the three names for which 
the largest number of votes-has been given, and the 
number of the votes given for each, shall be submitted 
to the Council, and if needful successive votes shall 
be taken by post. After every stich vote the name 
receiving the smallest number ‘of votes shall be struck 
off the list until the requisite. majority of votes has 
been» given for one person.. The appointment. of 
scrutineers shall be the first business at the Annual 
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Meeting. Should the Chairman, Secretary, Conductor, 


or Organist, or any of them, die, resign, or become 
incapacitated, the Executive Committee shall fill up the 
vacancy so caused.” _ His contention was that all the 
Officers of the Union should be elected by all the dele- 
gates. As regards his proposal that the Secretary should 
also be Treasurer, he mentioned that Mr. Croger had 
to send his account to Mr. Blandford to embody in the 


balance sheet, and two audits were necessary; so that | 


it would be better if the two offices were amalgamated. 
Explaining the working of his proposed method he (the 
Chairman) said it would be necessary for each candidate 
for an office to secure a majority of the total votes 
recorded before he was elected. The amendment 
embodied the method that certainly was the original 
intention of the Union, which, if it was to go on and 
prosper, must be as broad as possible. He opposed 
the proposed innovation at the meeting of the Executive 
the other night, but he met with a good deal of oppo- 
sition. 


than reason ; but he was sure he represented the opinion 
of the majority of the choirs belonging to the Union. 
Their object should be to interest them and get them 
into touch as much as possible. If they shut them out, 
they alienated them and drove them away. He certainly 
would consult the whole of the choirs as to every official. 
His method was agreed to last year, and many choirs 
had joined the Union on the understanding that they 
would have a vote. He had great difficulty in finding 
out what was the real object of those who advocated 
the alteration ; the other night at the Executive Meeting 
however, he heard it said that the general body ‘don’t 
know the men.” Another objection was stated to be 
that the choirs would elect the same men. That was the 
bottom and the root of the whole thing. But if the 
choirs wished to elect the same men, why should they 
not do so? They ought to do what the choirs wished. 

Mr. FITCH said he was not present at the meeting 
of the Executive Committe, therefore nothing the Chair- 
man said could apply to him. He thought they were 
prepared to discuss the matter entirely in an abstract 
form, and he would venture to suggest that nothing 
personal whatever should be introduced. 

Mr. LAWRENCE absolutely contradicted the suggestion 
that the opposition was made on personal grounds, and 
that the Committee wished to elect other men to the 
important offices of the Union. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was awkward for him to speak 
upon these points because he happened to be Conductor, 
but he was not pleading for himself, he was pleading 
for a principle. It would certainly be for the welfare of 
the Union to let the whole choirs have a voice in the 
matter. He had sent out a circular—not officially, but 
on his own responsibility and at his own expense—and 
every one of the answers he had received approved of 
his method. He read extracts from some of the letters 
speaking strongly in favour of his proposal. 

Mr. LANE seconded the amendment purely and 
simply as a matter of general principle. He had the 
honour to be a member of the Council of Trinity College, 
and it was their custom at the annual meeting of the 
corporation to elect all the officers by the general body 
of the council. Asa ‘principle he thought it'was right 
that the general body of choirs associated with the 
Union through their delegates should have the right of 
voting in the election of all the Officers of the Union. 
This gave them the opportunity of expressing confidence 
in Officers who had served the Union well, or of 
removing any Officer who from any cause might be 
undesirable. 

MR. FiTcH opposed the amendment, saying he 
believed the proposed plan would be absolutely un- 
workable, though he was sorry to differ from Mr. 
Minshall. He thought the illustration of Trinity College 


Some opposed him with the kindest spirit and | 
best intentions, others with a good deal more vehemence | 


told the other way, because the council was a restricted 
body and not the whole of the College. 

Mr. LANE maintained that the Jersounel of the 
College was the same as the fersonnel of the Choir 
Union. 

Mr. CoweE supported the amendment. Speaking for 
his own choir, they did like to have a voice in the choice 
of the Conductor and the other principal Officers of the 
Union. 

Mr. ROBERT GRIFFITHS opposed the amendment in 
a lengthy speech, in the course of which he minutely 
criticized the contents of the circular sent out by Mr. 
Minshall. He said that the proposed method would 
leave the election of the principal officers to a number 
of persons throughout the country who had no oppor- 
tunity of hearing any discussions on these matters, and 


| who did not know anybody but those they had seen 
| go down to them; and, therefore, apart from the one 
| man they knew, they could ‘not tell what would be the 


best course to pursue. He thought the Executive 
Committee was by far the better body to know who 
would be the best Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, etc., 
than those living in the provinces. 

Mr. CROGER said he was personally in favour of the 
broader franchise, as he had been from the beginning. 
They were not legislating for London choirs only. 


| Whereas’ they had seventy London choirs, they had a 





hundred and eighteen country ones, and he could not 
see why they should leave out the country ones, as 
they would do if they undertook in an assembly like 
that to settle the question. 

The CHAIRMAN mentioned that in order not to confuse 
the issue he had struck out from his amendment the 
section which referred to the amalgamation of the offices 
of Treasurer and Secretary, thus leaving the representa- 
tives to vote for whom they liked as Treasurer. 

Mr. CHARLES DARNTON would have much pleasure 
in supporting the amendment. All the country choirs 
should have a voice in the election of the principal 
Officers, and Mr. Minshall’s plan was best calculated to 
secure this result. 

After a few remarks from the Chairman, the amend- 
ment was carried by twenty-three votes to nine. 

The following were adopted without discussion :— 

Rule VII.—* The Executive Committee, subject to the 
control of the Council as occasion may require, shall 
have the entire management of the Society, its funds, 
property, and officers.” 

Rule VILI.—* A choir desiring to join the Union, shall 
signify such desire to the Secretary in writing, and shall 
be elected by the Executive Committee ; or, in case of 
emergency, may be admitted by the Secretary, subject 
to the approval of the Executive Committee.” 

Rule [X.—“ One of the delegates from each choir shall 
be selected by such choir as corresponding member.” 

Rule X.—‘‘A choir may be required to satisfy the 
Executive Committee of its musical efficiency.” 

Rule XI.—“ Two members of the Council shall be 
appointed ‘at the Annual General Meeting to audit 
the accounts of the Union.” 

Rule XI1.—“ The Secretary shall give the delegates not 
less than fourteen days’ notice by post of any general 
meeting.” 

Rule XIII.—‘“ No alteration shall be made in the fore- 
going Rules without the sanction of the Council, who 
shall receive previous notice of any proposed alteration 
or addition.” 

Mr. CROGER read a letter from Mr. Edwards, express- 
ing his desire to retire from the Executive Committee. 
Having raised the ‘subject of accepting the certificates 
of the Choral Conductors’ Alliance, a resolution, moved 
by Mr. Lane and seconded by MR. ‘BRACKETT, was 
passed, recommending that a circular should be sent to 
the Choirmasters connected with the Union, asking them, 
with a view to promote increased efficiency, to encourage 
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the taking, by their members, of the certificates of the 
Choral Conductors’ Alliance and the Tonic Sol-fa 
Association. 

MR. LANE having asked when the officers would be 
elected, the CHAIRMAN said they must first elect 
scrutineers and then send out the voting papers. 

Mr. Fitch, of Enfield, and Mr. Clarke, of New Court 
Chapel, were elected scrutineers on the motion of the 
CHAIRMAN, seconded by MR. LANE. 

Mr. Tucker and Mr. Brackett were elected Auditors 
for the ensuing year. . 

Mr. CRoGER said it seemed to be taken for granted 
that he was going to be Secretary for next year. If 
that should be so, he must ask for an assistant, as it 
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The crowning achievement of the year was the 


| gathering together of one hundred and eighty-eight 


choirs from London, the suburbs, and the provinces, 
at the Crystal Palace, on June 7th, 1890. Many choirs 
left their homes at midnight on Friday, and after 


| travelling all night, breakfasted early in London, saw 


was impossible for him again to go through such a vast | 


quantity of correspondence single-handed. 

The suggestion of the Chairman that Mr. Croger 
should elect his own assistant met with general 
approval. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, moved by Mr. 
LANE and seconded by Mr. Lawrence, brought the 
meeting to a close. 


THE SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
NONCONFORMIST CHOIR UNION. 
In presenting this, their Second Annual Report, the 
Executive have again to record a period of great and 
rapid progress. 

It is a remarkable circumstance that the Nonconfor- 
mist Choir Union has sprung into existence almost full- 
grown, and yet possessing all the expansive energy and 
promise of development of infancy. 

The individual choirs, being full of the desire and 
power for usefulness, find in the Union the opportunity 
for combining with those of like mind, for the cultivation 
in the larger sphere, of the Divine Art which is the 
handmaid of Religion. The choirs all over the'country, 
as well as in London, having hitherto worked in com- 
parative isolation, welcomed with the greatest possible 
enthusiasm the prospect of joining their fellow-workers 
in a common cause, and the wisdom of the step taken 
in establishing the N. C. U. has now been abundantly 
proved. 

The year's work may be summed up in the few 
following words, but its influence on those who have 
interested themselves in the labour of love cannot be 
estimated. 

On December 6th, 1880, a Choral Service was held at 
Christ Church, Westminster Bridge Road. The follow- 
ing ministers officiated : The Rev. Henry Grainger, Rev. 
J. Hunt Cooke, Rev. Bevill Allen, Rev. E. Ethol Welsh, 
M.A., and the Rev. R. E. Edwards. The Rev. Newman 
Hall, LL.B., preached an eloquent sermon. A choir of 
seven hundred voices was announced to take part in the 
service, but as a matter of fact it fell considerably short 
of that number; nevertheless, it was a very large and 
efficient choir, and sang admirably, under the conductor- 
ship of Mr. F. G. Edwards. Mr. J. R. Griffiths accom- 
panied upon the organ. The voluntaries were played 
by Mr. A. J. Hawkins, Mr. Ernest W. E. Blandford, and 
Mr. Arthur Briscoe. 

On January 2oth, 1890, an interesting sorrée was held 
at the Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street. A selection 
of music was given by Madame Reichelmann, Miss 
Edith Luke, Miss Rose Dafforne, Mr. Dyved Lewis, 
Mr. Bridson, Mr. A. Tucker, and Mr, F. G. Edwards; 
Miss Muriel Freckelton gave two recitations. Valuable 
addresses were delivered by Mr. Spencer Curwen, Mr. 
H. C. Banister, and Dr. E. H. Turpin. The meeting 
was well attended, and left on the minds of those 
present the impression that we should all of us be the 
better for more frequent association, and that we must 
try to cultivate the social spirit in our midst as much as 
possible, 








the sights of the Metropolis, and finally settled upon 
the orchestra like busy bees bringing their harvest of 
sweetness to the place of meeting. Considerably more 
than one thousand persons were thus travelling, sight- 
seeing, and singing, for from twenty-four to thirty 
hours. The enthusiasm was most contagious, and 
carried weary heads through a long programme of 
music in superb style. Your Conductor and Secretary 
have received most encouraging letters of appreciation, 
especially from those who came the greatest distances, 
and who are, strange to say, the most eager for imme- 
diate information respecting the arrangements for next 
year’s Festival. Amongst the many encouraging re- 
marks, two may here be mentioned. One gentleman 
wrote briefly: ‘May God bless your labours "—a short 
sentence, but more eloquent than many a long one. 
Another gentleman wrote: “I feel I must congratulate 
you upon the great success attending Saturday's Fes- 
tival. I think itwas splendid. Naturally, with so large 
a body of singers, there was an occasional suspicion 
of unsteadiness; but as to quality (as an old stager 
at Handel Festivals and other big things), Saturday's 
chorus was the freshest and best of all the big things I 
have attended.” 

In addition to the work done by the chorus, nine 
principal vocalists: Miss Emily Davies, Miss Edith 
Luke, Madame Reichelmann, Miss Rose Dafforne, Miss 
Emilie Lloyd, Mr. T. R. Croger, Mr. Trefelyn David, 
Mr. Gillett, and Mr. Alexander Tucker—sang Gaul’s 
“The Singers,” unaccompanied, as well as the verse 
parts in ‘The Glory of the Lord” (Goss), and ‘‘O clap 
your hands!” (Stainer), The Crystal Palace Band 
played the ‘‘Marche Solennelle” (Gounod), Overture 
‘“ Athalie” (Mendelssohn), and a selection from the 
music to ‘The Merchant of Venice” (Sullivan), as well 
as accompanying the chorus in ‘Then round about 
the starry throne” and “We never will bow down” 
(Handel), and “ Now by day’s retiring lamp ” (Bishop). 
Mr. F. G. Edwards played an Organ Solo, ‘Toccata 
in G” (Dubois). Mr. Arthur Briscoe presided at the 
grand pianoforte, Mr. E. Minshall conducted, and Mr. 
J. R. Griffiths accompanied the choir upon the great 
organ. 

It only remains to put on record the fact, that about 
four thousand three hundred and fifty singers under- 
took to take part in the concert ; that the orchestra was 
full and presented a most imposing sight ; and that the 
sopranos alone exceeded one thousand five hundred in 
number. 

In conclusion, your Executive Committee have not 
only to congratulate the members of the Union upon 
the great success of the undertaking, but have them- 
selves to return thanks for the many and valuable 
friendships which the establishment of the Noncon- 
formist Choir Union has enabled them to form. 





Music in the Scottish Churches. 
(FRom OuR Own CORRESPONDENT.) 


UNDER this heading we propose giving some details 
of the work going on in the Scottish Churches. 
Less than forty years ago the effort to gather such 
details would have been but a repetition in another 
way of the futile endeavours of the Israelites to make 
bricks without straw. No musical work was then being 
carried on, that was worthy of public record ; the pre- 
centor drawled through his four tunes at a funereal 
pace every Sunday, and there was an end of it. Now 
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the old order is entirely changed, and we are making 


genuine progress. The organ has come, and has brought 
with it a body of educated musicians—many of them 
Bachelors of Music, some of them Doctors—who are 
slowly but surely brightening up and refining the 
formerly bald services of the Scottish Zions. Anthems 
and amens, prose psalms and the once-dreaded “human 


hymns,” are heard on every hand; and the organist | 


through his voluntaries brings weekly before the people 
a great deal of the best music, which otherwise they 
would never have an opportunity of listening to. 
all this work is tending in the right direction cannot be 
doubted. 
that the public desire, and where the latter is provided 
in proper quantity and quality, the churches, instead 
of presenting a beggarly array of empty benches, are 
constantly occupied by crowds of people who, in the 
absence of such inducement, would have to be numbered 
among the so-called “lapsed masses.” Ministers may 
not be willing to adopt this view of the case, but it has 
over and over again proved to be correct; and those 
clerics will be found to have acted best for their own 
interests who have shortened the sermons of the sanc- 
tuary in order to lengthen its song. 

Among other reforms, the question of having a 
Liturgy has been exercising the minds of some of the 
leaders of the Church of Scotland. There has, in fact, 
been in existence for some years a Church Service 
Society, whose aims are to make the worship of the 
National Church still more attractive than hitherto, 
and this mainly by the use of forms which would give 
the worshippers a larger share in the service, and do 
away with the extempore harangues which many in- 
competent clergymen now put forward as prayers. The 
Society has issued a Service Book, pretty much on the 
lines of Knox’s “ Book of Common Order,” which many 
excellent people do not seem to be aware was once 
used in the Church. The new Liturgy, so far at least 
as concerns its prayers, is known to be already largely 
employed by ministers in a quiet, one-eye-open sort of 
way; but the hostility of a large section of the Pharisaic 
“religious world,” as it is called, prevents the open and 
acknowledged use of any set form. There is no doubt 
we need some change in the arrangement of our services, 
and all that we require can be attained without any 
violation of the Church’s law, or any great departure 
from ancient usage. As Professor Story recently said: 
“‘We ought to have, as our reforming fathers had, the 
public rehearsal of our articles of belief. We ought to 
have the universal response of Amen at all the prayers. 
‘We ought to have daily prayer in our towns and populous 
places. We ought to have the commemoration of the 
great events of our Lord’s birth, death, resurrection, and 
cascension.” These reforms and others will no doubt 
‘be attained in time, and all the sooner the more we are 
careful to read the history of our past, and to learn the 
lesson of its failures and its success. 

Taking an example from their English musical friends, 
Scotch choirs have in some places joined together for 
the purpose of holding an annual festival somewhat on 
the lines of the recent great gathering of Nonconformist 
choirs at the Crystal Palace. One of the most vigorous 
and flourishing bodies of the kind is the Perthshire Choir 
Union, which ‘held its festival this year in the Parish 
Church of Crieff. The Union—somewhat mistakenly, we 
think—is limited to choirs belonging to the Established 
Churches of Perthshire, the number of such choirs now 
in membership being thirteen. This does not seem 
a large number, but it must be remembered that the 
festival music, while not difficult, is really beyond the 
powers of many small choirs in the country, who have 
no aid of instrument, and only the artisan precentor to 
train them. It is thus only the choirs who can practise 
under somewhat advantageous circumstances that, as a 
rule, join the Union. The festival itself is simply an 


That | 


It is not the sermon so much as the music | 








_ about 850 people, was nearly full. 
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elaboration of the ordinary Church service, including a 
“sermon” by some of the more prominent ministers in 
the Church. This year the preacher was the Rev. 
W. W. Tulloch, of Glasgow, who made some excellent 
remarks on Church Music. ‘Nocongregation,” he said, 
“should remain satisfied without a good service of 
praise, and I am glad to think that festivals such as 
this, organized and countenanced by cultured ministers, 
and presided over by devoted and talented enthusiasts 
in their art, cannot fail to do a great amount of real 
good towards making the service of praise worthy of 
the best and highest feelings of the worshippers.” The 
credit of starting the Perthshire Union is due to Mr. 
F. S. Graves, organist of Kinnoul Church, Perth, who 
in carrying out the work has shown himself an excellent 
trainer as well as a capable conductor. 
J. CUTHBERT HADDEN. 

[Information on all points of interests to Scottish 

musicians will gladly be received for this column 

by the writer, addressed to 4, Argyle Park Terrace, 

Edinburgh. } 


Echoes from the Churches. 


(Paragraphs for this column should reach us by the aoth of the 
month.) 








METROPOLITAN. 

City.—The choir of the City Temple were most 
hospitably entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Proctor, at 
their delightful residence at Upper Tulse Hill, on 
Saturday, June 28th, This annual garden party is 
always anticipated with great interest and pleasure, 
Unfortunately, the weather was not all that could be 
desired, nevertheless a most enjoyable afternoon was 
spent. Dr. and Mrs. Parker and a few other friends 
were present. The hospitable host and _ hostess 
spared no trouble in adding to the enjoyment of their 
guests. 

ENFIELD.—On Friday evening, the 18th ult., Professor 
Bridge, Mus. Doc., the popular organist of Westminster 
Abbey, gave a very fine organ recital at Christ Church, 
Enfield, the occasion being the completion of the new 
three-manual organ which was built by Mr. A. Monk 
some four or five years ago. It consists of thirty-nine 
stops, with a very handsome oak case. Notwithstand- 
ing the inclement weather, the church, which seats 
The programme 
consisted of compositions by Bach, Silas, Merkel, 
Lulli, and Benedict ; while a theme by Beethoven, with 
variations, displayed the excellent quality of the solo 
stops. . Mr. Robert Hilton, whose fine voice was dis- 
tinctly heard all over the church, sang in his finished 
style solos by Handel, Callcott, and Pergolesi, while 
the choir, under the steady baton of Mr. Fitch, rendered 
good service in several choruses, Gadsby’s “O Lord, 
our Governour!” going with much spirit. Mr. Bernard 
Fison, A.C.O. (organist), accompanied the choir with 
much taste. A collection was taken to defray expenses. 

HAVERSTOCK HILL.—A concert was given in the 
Presbyterian Church, on June 23rd, in aid of the 
Building Debt Extinction Fund. A very efficient 
choir accompanied by a full orchestra, conducted by Mr. 
Cuthbert Harris, F.C.O., the organist of the church, 
supported by Mr. F. G. Edwards at the organ, did 
excellent service. The programme consisted of Men- 


delssohn’s ‘ Hear my Prayer” (the solo being admirably 
rendered by Madame Martin Tegg) and Gaul’s “ Holy 
City.” The principal vocalists, Madame Martin Tegg, 
Miss Coyte Turner, Mr. Hulbert L. Fulkerson, and 
Mr. Roberts, gave every satisfaction; Madame Te; 

and Miss Coyte Turner each responding to well- 
The audience were very pleased, 


deserved encores. 
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and especially seemed to enjoy the responsive singing 
of an invisible choir, which produced a charming 
effect. It is a great pity that congregations do not 
better support the efforts of their musicians by per- 
sonal support, as well as by a liberal purchase of 
tickets for seats which are allowed to remain un- 
occupied. The church should have been crammed to 
encourage the effort that was made. 

IsLINGTON.—On Monday, June 23rd, at the fort- 
nightly meeting for practice of the Union Chapel 
Choir, Mr. Fountain Meen was presented with a valu- 
able work, entitled Hipkin’s “History of Musical 
Instruments ” and a cheque for the first quarter of a 
considerable increase in his stipend. Dr. Allon. pre- 
sided, and expressed, on his own behalf and of the 
members of the Church, the high estimation in which 
Mr. Meen is held, not only for his great musical 
abilities, but also for his amiability of character. The 
hydraulic blowing apparatus has just been applied 
to the organ.—On Sunday evening, the 20th ult., a 
special musical service was held at Unity Church, the 
soloists being Mrs. Stanesby, Miss Edith Kelly, Mr. 
T. R. Croger, and Mr. Fairburn; Miss Alice Suter pre- 
siding at the organ. Special psalms were selected for 
the occasion, the canticles being the Magnificat and 
Nunc Dimittis (Bunnett in F), the line, “ To be a light 
to lighten the Gentiles,” being taken as an alto solo, 
with good effect. The anthem was the whole of Spohr’s 
cantata, ‘‘God, Thou art great.” After an eloquent and 
seasonable sermon by the Rev. R. J. Plater, on the text, 
‘‘There was no more sea,” Mr. Croger sang Ferdinand 
Hiller’s “‘ Prayer ” during the offertory ; the service con- 
cluding with ‘“ Now thank we all our God,” the Bene- 
diction, and Stainer’s ‘‘ Sevenfold Amen.” The church 
was quite full of worshippers, who joined heartily in 
singing the hymns, psalms, and canticles. 

KENTISH Town.—On Thursday evening, June 26th, 
the deacons of the Congregational Church entertained 
the members of the choir in the Lecture Hall, at what 
was described on the cards of invitation as a ‘“ Social 
Meeting.” The choir, which has progressed with 
remarkable rapidity since the appointment of Mr. 
A. J. Hawkins (late of Finsbury Park) as organist 
and choirmaster, mustered in good numbers to tea at 
seven o'clock. A few minutes after eight, the Rev. 
G, W. Saville (senior deacon) took the chair, supported 
by his brother deacons—Messrs. Peard, Sabin, Manners, 
Bensted, and Thomson, After a hymn had been sung, 
a psalm read, and prayer offered by Mr. Peard, the 
CHAIRMAN, addressing the choir, said the deacons had 
invited them to this meeting in order that they and the 
members of the choir might come into closer contact, 
and get to know and understand one another better. 
He told a couple of stories, humorously illustrating the 
conventional feeling of awe, or mystic fear, with which 
some people look upon deacons, declaring that there 
really was nothing very dreadful about a deacon when 
you came to know him. The day of prosy, dull 
deacons was past, and they (the deacons) wished to 
demonstrate, by this gathering, that there were no 
grounds for thinking a deacon was the terrible monster 
which some persons had pictured him in their imagina- 
tion: they were: in fact flesh and blood, the same as 
other men, and anxious for a closer union and sym- 
pathy with their friends the choir. Mr. Saville then 
called on the organist to address the meeting.—Mr. 
HAWKINS, whose growing popularity and success, since 
he accepted office, is the subject of remark, congratu- 


lated the deacons on the happy idea of a meeting of | 


this nature—quite apart, of course, from the “ cake and 
the ham and the raspberry jam ” portion of the ceremony 

-for the advantages of a good friendly understanding 
between the deacons and the choir were incalculable. 
He then modulated into the key of discipline, and 
pointed out the virtues of good organization, taking the 
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opportunity to introduce a few simple rules for their 
guidance, which he said it was thought would help to 
keep members together, and conduce to regular at- 
tendance at practice as well as the services. Mr. 
Hawkins then handed the proposed rules to the chair- 
man, who put them to the meeting one by one.—It is 
to be regretted that the “ social” aspect of the meeting 
was so absorbed by the large amount of business to be 
got through, during the conduct of which any attempt 
at conversation by the younger spirits, who cared little 
for rule-forming, and were bursting for the “social” 
part, was promptly put down by “ Chair! Chair!” from 
their seniors. Admission of new (?) members was 
taken first—some of the oldest members, not only of 
the choir but of the Church, having the gratification 
and amusement of hearing their names accepted as 
| members of a body they had deluded themselves into 
| believing they were a part of years since; the 
| election of choir secretary (Mr. Walter Bensted, an 
| old choir-worker at Kentish Town, accepting the office 
| for the ensuing year); and the passing of the aforesaid 
| rules, which, though short and concise, were found to 
| contain plenty of controversial matter. At a few 
minutes to 10 o'clock these rules were disposed of, 
and two part-songs from the Crystal Palace Festival 
music were sung. A very useful suggestion was made 
by Mr. Peard—which, however, was ruled by the 
chairman beside the question of the meeting—that a 
monthly Sunday evening practice of psalmody be held 
after the usual service, to which the congregation be 
invited to remain for the purpose of becoming familiar 
with new tunes and anthems. It is a pity this was not 
followed up and tried. The proposal of a vote of 
thanks to the deacons for providing a very pleasant 
evening was received with cheers and carried unani- 
mously. Two verses of ‘‘ Nearer, my God, to Thee,” and 
the Benediction, brought the meeting to a close. 


LAMBETH.—On Sunday, the 13th ult., the annual 
Sunday School Festival was held at Upton Chapel. 
The singing was excellent, as usual, and included 
among other things the hymn, ‘‘God who made the 
daisies,” set to Mendelssohn’s “O hills, O dales!” 
Schubert’s “Glory to God in the highest,” Sir John 
Stainer’s “ Forward be our watchword,” Dr. W. H. 
Monk’s “Come, praise your Lord and Saviour,” the 
hymn “ Summer suns are glowing” (Ruth), and a new 
anthem composed for the occasion by Mr. H. Ford 
Benson, the organist, and entitled. “We march to. 
victory.” v 

PLUMSTEAD.—Miss Hall, the organist of Union 
Church, Park Road, has been presented with a travel- 
ling bag. 

WALTHAMSTOW.—We regret to announce the death 
of Miss Annie Dunkley (of consumption) on the 6th 














| ult., at the early age of 21. She was the second 


daughter of Rev. H. Dunkley, of Walthamstow, and 
sister of the organist of Bethnal Green Road Congre- 
gational Church. Her remains were interred in the 
family tomb in Walthamstow Cemetery on Saturday, 
the 12th ult. 


WALWoRTH.—On June 13th, the hundredth anniver- 
sary of York Street Chapel was completed. The 
services for the occasion extended over three Sundays. 
On the evenings of the 15th, 22nd, and 29th the Rev. 
J. C. Harrison, the Rev. H. Allon, D.D., and the Rev. 
J. De Kewer Williams respectively preached, the pastor 
officiating at each morning service. On Tuesday, the 
Ist ult., the anniversary was celebrated by a public 
meeting (preceded by a “strawberry tea”), at which a 
farewell was taken of the pastor, the Rev. P. J. 
Turquand, who now relinquished his office! Mr. 
Alderman Evan Spicer presided. The chapel has an 
interesting history. It was opened ini Jane, 1790, 
and during its existence it has had only four pastors. 
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Walworth was then a rich suburb, with an educated 
population, who gave substantial support to the Con- 
gregational Chapel in their midst. The character of 
the neighbourhood is now much changed by the 
removal to other places of numbers of those who 
were able to sustain the chapel. Among the former 
members of the congregation were Robert Browning 
and Mrs. Browning, and Moffatt and his family. Mr. 
Turquand, who has been minister of the chapel for 
thirty-seven years, was supported at. this interesting 
celebration by several of his fellow-ministers, and 
among those who wrote to express regard for their 
retiring colleague were the Rev. J. Guinness Rogers, 
the Rev. Dr. Allon, and the Rev. Dr, Parker. <A 
valedictory address from the congregation was pre- 
sented !tto Mr. and Mrs. Turquand, and a sun of a 
thousand guineas was collected and given as a token 
of the high esteem in which they were held. [A 
cheque for one hundred guineas was handed to Mr. 
Turquand ; the rest is settled as a life annuity upon 
them both. ] In addition to this Mr. Turquand was 
presented with travelling bags, an easy-chair, and a 
foot-stool from the ladies. On Sunday, the 6th ult, he 
preached his farewell sermon, being a very solemn and 
pathetic service. The choir did also good work on 
each of the above occasions. 


PROVINCIAL. 


BANBURY.—A new organ ‘containing ten stops was 
opened in Bridge Street Chapel, on the 8th ult., by Mr. 
Josiah Booth, who gave two recitals, which were greatly 
appreciated... Miss Richardson, Miss Walford, Miss 
M. A. Colegrove, and Messrs. Colegrove, F. P. Edmunds, 
and F. W. Monsir, rendered valuable assistance by sing- 
ing solos. The choir also sang several pieces. 

BIRMINGHAM.—A new organ has just been opened 
at Stratford Row Baptist Chapel. Mr. Langston gave 
the recital. 

BRADFORD.—A new organ has been placed in the 
Primitive. Methodist Chapel, Dudley Hill. 

CANTERBURY.—On Thursday,the 3rd ult., the members 
of the choir and the Sunday School teachers connected 
with the Baptist Chapel, were kindly entertained at a 
garden party by Mr. and. Mrs. Cox, of Harbledown 
House, During the evening some anthems were well 
sung by the choir, and before leaving a vote of thanks 
to Mr. and Mrs. Cox was proposed by Mr. West 
(superintendent of the school), seconded by Mr. H. 
Houlden (organist), supported by the Rev. ‘ 
Townsend (pastor), and carried by acclamation. This 
is the seventh occasion on which the choir and teachers 
have been similarly entertained, and the kindness is 
very greatly appreciated by. all,—A bazaar in aid of the 
fund for new class-rooms and organ at the Baptist 
Chapel,was held at the Corn Exchange, on the 15th, 16th, 
and 17th ult. The bazaar was opened by Mrs. Lester 
and Mr. Warmington, of London, and a large number 
of people visited it during the three days. .A waxwork 
exhibition was a great feature, and was largely patron- 
ized. Instrumental music was given at intervals; and 
the St. Lawrence Amateur Musical Society, under the 
direction of Mr. Tench White, occupied the orchestra 
on Wednesday evening. The-result was a great suc- 
cess—about £320 being realized, reducing the debt on 
the undertaking to less than £50. There is great cause 
for thankfulness, as the sum of £700 has been raised in 
about nine months. 

CLITHEROE.—A new organ has been presented ta the 
Primitive Methodist Chapel by Mr. and Mrs. A. Roberts. 

DuMFRIES.—A new organ of sixteen stops has been 
placed in St. Michael's Church. It is blown by one of 
Melvin’s engines. 

HuLt.—Mr. George Shepherdson has been appointed 
organist.at Wycliffe Chapel. — was. er at 
Tynemouth Church: Pens 
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KETTERING.—At a meeting of church and congrega- 
tion at Fuller Baptist Chapel, held recently, it was 
unanimously decided to supply a long felt want by 
having an organ to assist the service of song. It is 
thought that £400 will be necessary to provide an 
instrument worthy of the place and large enough for 
their requirements. Fuller Chapel is one of the very 
few chapels that now depend entirely on vocal music 
at its services, and it would be interesting to know 
how many chapels there are in England now (outside 
the Presbyterian) that depend on vocal music alone. 

LincoLn.—After repair and renovation, the organ in 
the United Methodist Chapel, Silver Street, has been 
re-opened, 

LowestTorT.—Gaul’s “ Ruth” was recently given by 
the choir of the Wesleyan Chapel, assisted by friends 
and members of the Orchestral Society The principals 
were Mrs. Catchpole, Mrs. Howard Bunn, and Mr. 
Young. Mr. I. Reading was conductor-in-chief, assisted 
by Mr. J. J. Dyke. Misses Gee, Bush, and G, H. Clarke 
presided at the piano. and: harmonium, The perform- 
ance was most creditable to all concerned. The second 
part of the programme was miscellaneous in character. 

MANCHESTER.—On the 29th ult., in the Oldham Road 
Wesleyan Chapel, a service of song, entitled ‘ Dick’s 
Fairy,” was given by an augmented choir in a very 
pleasing style, under the conductorship of Mr. S. Allen. 
The accompaniments rendered on the organ by Mr. W. 
Crabtree were on the whole fairly well played. The 
Rev. J. Murgatroyd, B.A., gave the readings. 
| NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—The musical service at 
Brunswick Place Chapel, on the 16th ult., was in every 
way a success. There was a large attendance, and 
| J. Astor Broad’s cantata, ‘The Moabitess,” was effi- 
ciently rendered by the choir, which was conducted by 
Mr. J. M. Gibson. Several of the solos were encored. 
The interior of the edifice was profusely decorated with 
festoons, beautiful flowers, exotic plants, ferns, and 
evergreens, Dr. Hay presided at the organ, and the 
pianist was Miss Smirk. A collection was made on 
behalf of the choir funds. 

OXENHOPE.—An organ containing twenty-one stops 
and costing about £270 has been placed in Horkinstone 
Chapel. Mr. William Wilson played at the opening 


recital. 











| to Thee, my God, this night” 
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St. HELENS,—On Sunday evening, the 13th ult, a very 
interesting musical service was given in the Congre- 
gational Church, under the able direction of Mr. Elliott, 
the choirmaster ; Mr. H. R. Lacey presiding at the organ 
with much ability. The following was the order of 
service : — ‘‘Organ voluntary, “ Fantaisie” (Guirand) ; 
quartett, ‘God isa Spirit ” (Bennett); Mrs. Atkin, Miss 
S, Smith, and Messrs. H. Berry and H. Parr. Prayer. 
Hymn, “Old Hundredth;” “Ze Deum” (Dykes). 
Organ solo, “The pilgrim’s song of hope” (Batiste). 
Hymn, ‘Nearer, my God, to Thee” (Goss); Miss 
E, Knowles (solo), Miss Heaton, and Messrs. Elliott 
and Potts. Prayer. _Hymn, ‘My God, the spring 
of all my joys” (Foster). Address, Anthem, ‘ The 
glory of the Lord” (Goss). Tenor solo, ‘‘I heard the 
voice of Jesus say” (Coenen), Mr. H. Berry. Organ 
solo, ‘‘ The Better Land” (Cowen). Treble solo, ‘‘ Glory 
(Gounod); Mrs. Fred. 


Marsh, Hymn, “ Hark! the Song of Jubilee” (Elvey). 
Prayer and Benediction. Sener voluntary, “ Hallelujah 
Chorus ” (Handel). 


SALE.—A praise service was given in the Congre- 
gational Church, after evening service, on June 29th: 
Dykes’s, “ Ze Deum in F,” Smith’s anthem, “ O worship 
the Lord!” were sung by the choir. A sacred song, 
“ The Light of Life,” and an organ solo, with one hymn, 
filled up the programme. 

» Pottincton.—At Green Mount Chapel a cantata, 
“The Holy City,” was performed by the Green Mount 
and New Road choirs. 
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YARMOUTH.—An excellent two-manual organ (fifteen 
stops), built by Messrs. P. Conacher of Huddersfield 


‘from a specification prepared by Mr. E. Minshall, was 


opened by that gentleman in King Street Congregational 
Church on the 2nd and 3rd ult. On the 2nd there was 
a Dedicatory Service, when the Rev. G. S. Barrett, B.A., 
of Norwich, preached a most interesting sermon on the 
proper place of ritual in Nonconformist Churches. On 
the following evening an Organ Recital and Sacred 
Concert were given, when there was a large audience. 
An excellent choir under the direction of Mr. W. D. 
Tomkins gave a very good rendering of ‘Soldiers of 
Christ, arise!” (Minshall), ‘“ How lovely are the Mes- 
sengers !” (Mendelssohn), and the “Hallelujah” chorus 
(Handel). Miss Mary Logan, who possesses a sweet and 
sympathetic voice, sang with much taste “ The Better 
Land,” and ‘‘ He was despised.” Miss A. Greeves sang 
“ The City of Rest” with good expression, and Mr. A. E. 
Cowl sang very creditably “ The King’s Reaping.” The 
Rev. E. Hall gave with great taste “ Be thou faithful 
unto death,” and he and Mr. W. D. Tomkins greatly 
pleased the audience by their duet, ‘“‘Now we are 
ambassadors.” Mr. Minshall played severai solos, and 
accompanied all the vocal items. The Rev. Ebenezer 
Evans, who presided, thanked the various friends for 
their valuable assistance. 


Correspondence. 





(We shall be glad to receive communications from any of our 
readers on questions likely to be of general interest.) 





NONCONFORMIST COMPOSERS AND THE 
CRYSTAL PALACE FESTIVAL. 


To the Editor of Tut Nonconrormist Musicat JourNAL. 


DEAR SiR,—It certainly seems remarkable, having 
regard to the objects of the Nonconformist Choir 
Union, that the music books for the Crystal Palace 
Festival have, as yet, contained no compositions by 
Nonconformist musicians. 

The development of Nonconformist Church Music 
should certainly include the encouragement of Church 
composition, and I hope that the committee of the 
Union will consider this point when planning the book 
for next year, as any one familiar with musical doings 
can easily recall at least half-a-dozen names of com- 
posers who are quite capable of giving us, if they 
have not already done so, pieces suitable for our 
performance. 

It would possibly prove of benefit to the Union, and 
the cause of music in general, were a competition 
organized in connection with the yearly Festival, a 
prize being offered for the most suitable composition, 
which should be included in the book of music for the 


year.—I am, yours truly, 
P. S. HALE. 


[The suggestion contained in the last paragraph has 
already been under consideration.—Ep, N.M.J.] 


Keviews. 


The Organist's Quarterly Journal, Part lexxvii. (The 
London Music Publishing Co., 54, Great Marlborough 
Street, W.)—The chief item in this number is Dr. 
Sangster’s “ Bridal March,” which is popular, exceed- 
ingly effective, and certainly not difficult. 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. By John E. West. 
(Novello & Co. 6d.)—These excellent pieces were 
composed expressly for the recent Annual Festival of 
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the London Church Choir Association. No doubt they 


will speedily find a place in the réfertoire of many 
Church choirs. 

Cornish Carols, by various composers. (R. H. Heath. 
Redruth, Cornwall. 2s. nett.)—This. book contains 
thirty-three carols, all of them easy, but many of them 
exceedingly quaint. Choirs requiring original carols for 


| Christmastide should look at these. 





Excelsior. Uymn by Samuel Collinson. Set to 
music by W. Wright. (J. Derry, Bookseller, Wheeler 
Gate, Nottingham. 2d¢.)—This hymn is especially suit- 
able for Sunday School anniversaries. The music is 
bright and popular in style. 


Co Correspondents. 
F.S. No; thanks. 
J. W. T.—In April 1888. 


F. G.—We have no space for it. 


W. L.—It is scored for cornets, trombones, and 
drums, and is very effective. 


A. H.—In a month or two. 
C. D.—(1) Yes. (2) Yes. (3) 1876. (4) No. 


R. M.—You are possibly correct, but we have no 
knowledge of the subject. 


The following are thanked for their letters: F. J. 
(Durham), C. T. (Preston), F. H. (Bristol), A. Jj. 
(Handsworth), W. C. (Norwich), R..E. (Newport), 
T. W. (Hastings), P. J. (Huddersfield), A. N. (Oxford). 


Staccato Motes. 


THE Prince of Wales laid the ,foundation stone of 
the new Royal College of Music on the 8th ult. There 
was a very large attendance. Mr. Sampson Fox (the 
donor of £45,000 towards the building) read an address. 
The band belonging to his ironworks in Leeds played 
some pieces in excellent style. Madame Nordica sang, 
A short speech by the Duke of Edinburgh, and a prayer 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, made up the pro- 
grainme. 

THE annual meeting of the College was held on the 
gth ult. at Marlborough House, under the presidency ot 
the Prince of Wales, ' 

MR. FERDINARD WEIST HILL, the son of the Principal 
of the Guildhall School of Music, has gained the highest 
honours as a violin player at the Brussels Conservatoire. 

MADAME PartTI seems to have quite recovered from 
her recent indisposition. 

THE Welsh vocalists and pianists who, under the 
conductorship of Mrs, Clara Novello Davies, gave a 
concert in St, James’s Hall, on the 2nd ult., met with 
much success. 

A “HANDEL FESTIVAL” was held in Westminster 
Abbey, on the roth ult., under the direction of Dr. 
Bridge, the proceeds of which go to the Royal Society 
of Musicians of Great Britain. Mesdames Nordica and 
Patey, and Messrs. Edward Lloyd, Harper, Kearton, 
and Hilton were the principal vocalists, 

THE pupils of the Rpyal College of Music gave 
a performance of Mozart’s “Cosi fan tutte” on the 
16th ult. 

Mr. DUNCAN MILLER’s Handbell Ringers performed 
at the Prince of Wales’s garden party. 

Mr. HaAmisH McCunn has given up his commission 
to compose a cantata for Norwich Festival. 











